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What is urban design?

We have all heard of urban planning. It is about distribution of different land uses to
suit the various needs of the community, and take into account environmental
protection, economic development, community aspirations, aesthetics, and transport
and infrastructural requirements. Urban planning deals with our surroundings on
various levels, from strategic allocation of land resources, to local level of land use and
massing on individual sites. Urban planning interwines with urban design. When we
talk about urban form and the relationship between different buildings, streetscape,
We will conduct a public colours and textures, urban design becomes more significant.

forum on 10 January 2008,
Saturday. Please see the
inside page for more details.

|n this issue we talk about
the Yau Ma Tei Urban
Design Concepts and the
Conservation of Yau Ma
Tei Police Station as well
as some preliminary study
findings.

Urban design is an art of designing places for people to improve the livability and
quality of the daily environment. It is one of the important elements in urban planning,
especially for a compact and dynamlc city like Hong Kong
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Urban design deals mainly with:

» place making and how we feel about the buildings

and space in our environment;

* how easy we can go from one place to another,
with easy and convenient linkages between
places of interest, activity nodes and open spaces;

*how we can walk in a safe and comfortable
pedestrian network in a comfortable environment.

how open space is created for us to enjoy;

*how we conserve and make accessible local
cultural characteristics and heritage buildings and
their settings;

how street furniture or planting are designed and
provided to complement the local character and
enhance our environment.
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Yau Ma Tei area near Tin Hau Temple and Yau Ma Tei
Police Station has been a local gathering place both as a
market and a leisure area. The name of Public Square Street
tells the traditional function of the place. This area is also one
of the few remaining urban open spaces in the congested
urban area along Nathan Road in Kowloon. It has the
potential to play an important role in building a sustainable
community.

We have carried out an urban design conceptual study to
propose the overall character, composition and amenities of
the area to form a solid foundation for the detailed design and
construction.
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