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In the previous issues, we
have mentioned CKR will
consist 3 different kinds of
tunnel construction,
namely, bored tunnel, cut-
and-cover tunnel and
immersed tube tunnel.
More detailed information
regarding the construction
of bored tunnel and
immersed tube tunnel is
discussed in this issue.
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Central Kowloon Route Deep Bored Tunnel
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The total Iength of tunnel section of Central Kowloon Route (CKR) is 3.9km with

about 2.7km long of deep bored tunnel. Deep bored tunneling method is suitable
for constructing a tunnel underlying rock strata below ground. Currently, there
are two common methods — using Tunnel Boring Machines (TBM) or “drill and
blast” method.

The deep bored tunnel of CKR will be a dual 3-lane tunnel. With the investigation
study conducted by the Engineering Consultant, “drill and blast” method is
adopted to construct the deep bored tunnel. “Drill and blast” works will be carried
out in an underlying rock strata below ground ranging from 30m to over 100m. In
addition to Environmental Impact Assessment, to ensure the safety of the nearby
buildings and structures, we will conduct a blasting assessment to examine the
blasting works in detail and to plan various procedures to facilitate the
construction.
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“Drill and Blast” Tunnels in the Past
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In Hong Kong, a number of road tunnel projects have
been successfully completed using the drill and blast
method. Here are some renowned examples:

* Lion Rock Tunnel — Being the first road tunnel in Hong
Kong, it is a 1.4km long dual 2-lane tunnel. It was opened
to traffic in 1967 connecting Sha Tin and Kowloon. It is a
vital component of Route 1.

» Tate's Cairn Tunnel — the longest road tunnel in Hong
Kong having a length about 4.0km. It was opened to
traffic in 1991 connecting Kowloon and New Territories
East. It is a dual-2-lane tunnel.

e Tai Lam Tunnel — this dual 3-lane tunnel is approx.
3.8km long. It was opened to traffic in 1998 forming part
of Route 3 (Country Park Section).

* Route 8 tunnel sections contain 4 road tunnels, 3 of
them including Sha Tin Heights Tunnel (1km), Eagle’s
Nest Tunnel (2.1km) and Nam Wan Tunnel (1.2km) have
used “drill and blast” method. All are dual 3-lane tunnels
Nam Wan Tunnel will be opened to traffic in 2009 while
other tunnels have been opened to traffic in 2008.
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